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Religious communities are experiencing a steady decline in  

worshippers in the current times. 

 

 

This phenomenon is particularly worrying  

in Protestant churches, because it jeopardizes  

their economic self-sufficiency and thus, their existence.  

 

 

I went to Christus Triumfatorkerk, to understand  

which role a religious community plays in society,  

and what the future holds for these realities. 
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  “the church was built in 1962, in the attempt to bring back the   

 

         ground by the bombings in 1945. It was built with the   

 

                     to be the place where the livelihood  
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  people that had left the neighbourhood after it was razed to the  

  community in mind, to be a centre that helps people to connect, 

  of the old neighbourhood could be born again” 
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“There is an undeniable conflict of perceptions on religion, a barrier over 

which is difficult to see.  

We  are trying to become more modern, more youngster oriented,  

more dynamic.  

However, at the same time people that come here do not search for  

modernity, but instead for being part of something: a community, a silence,  

a meditation, an encounter with god.  

All things that this church offered already  60 years ago.” 
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“ 

“Churches are seen as something distant from the contemporary society. 

There is a need for personal contact, beyond factions. 

 

For us then the important question is: how do you participate in groups that 

do not share your identity? 

You let everybody express their own, while offering what is yours. Because 

people need each other, and most of the times the goal is common,  

what changes are the motivations that led up that goal.” 
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